APPENDIX C

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE PURCHASE OF
AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION EASEMENTS PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the County Board of Supervisors desires to establish a program
which will enable the County to acquire agricultural conservation easements voluntarily
offered by property owners as a means of assuring that the County’s agricultural and
silvicultural resources are protected and efficiently used; and

WHEREAS, the Open Space Land Act of Virginia expressly authorizes public
bodies to acquire property for such a purpose as designated herein;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by THE
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY, VIRGINIA:

APPENDIX C
PURCHASE OF AGRICULTURE CONSERVATION EASEMENTS PROGRAM
STATE LAW REFERENCE SECTION 10.1-1700 et. seq.

Sec. C-1. Short title.

Sec. C-2. Purpose.

Sec. C-3. Applicability.

Sec. C-4. Definitions.

Sec. C-5. Designation of program administrator; powers and duties.

Sec. C-6. Agricultural conservation easements committee established; powers and duties.

Sec. C-7. Eligibility criteria.

Sec. C-8. Ranking system.

Sec. C-9. Agricultural conservation easement terms and conditions.

Sec. C-10. Application and evaluation procedure.

Sec. C-11. Purchase of agricultural conservation easements procedure.

Sec. C-12. Restriction on buy-back; extinguishment and exchange of casements.

Sec. C-1. Short title.

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Purchase of Agricultural
Conservation Easements ("PACE") Program."

Sec. C-2. Purpose.

L

The purposes of this chapter include, but are not limited to:

(1) Establishing a program enabling the County to acquire agricultural
conservation easements voluntarily offered by owners to serve as one means of assuring
that Isle of Wight County's resources are protected and efficiently used;



(2) Establishing and preserving the naral character of the County;
(3) Preserving farm and forest land;

(4)  Assisting in shaping the character and direction of the development of the
community; and

(5) Improving the quality of life for the inhabitants of the County.
Sec. C-3. Applicability.

The PACE program shall be available for all qualifying lands in the County,
except those lands under the ownership or control of the United States of America, the
Commonwealth of Virginia, Isle of Wight County or an agency or instrumentality
thereof. Any agricultural conservation easement acquired pursuant to this chapter shall be
voluntarily offered by the owner.

Sec. C-4. Definitions.

The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and implementation of
this chapter:

Administrator. Administrator is that person placed in a managerial position over
the daily operations of the PACE program. The Administrator shall serve as a direct
liaison to the program.

Board. The Board of Supervisors of Isle of Wight County.

Agricultural Conservation Easement. A nonpossessory interest in one or more
parcels by one or more qualified easement holders under section C-9 (d) of the Code of
the County of Isle of Wight acquired under the Open-Space Land Act (Virginia Code §
10.1-1700 et seq.), whether the easement is appurtenant or in gross, voluntarily offered
by an owner and acquired by purchase or donation pursuant to the PACE program,
imposing limitations or affirmative obligations for the purpose of assuring availability for
agricultural, and forestall use.

Dwelling. Any structure which is designed for use for residential purposes.

Ohwner. The owner or owners of the frechold interest of the parcel.

Parcel. A lot or tract of land, lawfully recorded in the clerk's office of the circuit
court of the County of Isle of Wight. An agricultural conservation easement may contain
one or more parcels, for purposes of this chapter the term "parcel" shall include all

parcels covered by, or proposed to be covered by, the agricultural conservation easement.

Sec. C-5. Designation of program Administrator, powers and duties.






